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Newsletter July 2008

Hi to all FACTs. My name is Jenny Dennis and I’m the new editor of your ACT 
newsletter. I’ve taken over this job from Philip Darley because he is a very busy man, 
working constantly and tirelessly to make our dream of a new Arts and Performance 
Centre a reality.
We’ve had a very active 3 months since the last newsletter filled with meetings and 
social events. Philip and David Goldring, (we call them the A team), have even been 
to London  for a meeting ,but more of that later.
You may or may not know that our steering group is now divided into two parts. We 
have the Business Group who concentrate on things like feasibility studies, business 
plans and spreading the word amongst the business community and the Community 
Group who do all the fundraising events and local publicity. Our most important aim 
at the moment is to find a site for our project and this is proving to be a bit difficult. 
Ideally we would like to stay in the centre of Thornbury but if, in the long run, this 
proves impossible then we might have to think about a site on the outskirts of town.
Anyway, it’s onwards and upwards and there’s plenty to do. 
We are always glad of suggestions and ideas and, of course help so if anyone out there 
thinks they can help in any way please let one of us know.

The A Team meets Robert Couchman

On 22nd April Philip and David went to London to meet with Robert Couchman from 
The Peer Group who run St Mary’s Centre. They wanted to put him in the picture about 
our project and hopefully gain his support. Robert was quick to say that he is very 
interested in the arts and in a meeting which lasted one hour and fifteen minutes he 
seemed to be very supportive of our project and thought that it would help with the 
regeneration of Thornbury and help us to deal with the competition from Cribbs 
Causeway. David showed Robert the power point presentation which we showed at the 
first FACT meeting in March. His response was very positive. He even hinted at there 
being some financial support further down the line. So much hinges on us finding a site!

DON’T FORGET WE HAVE A NEW WEBSITE. LOG ON TO actthornbury.org.uk TO FIND 
OUT ABOUT PAST AND  FUTURE EVENTS. 



A Grand Day Out at Thornbury Golf Centre

What a wonderful day we all had at our 
fundraising golf day on the 11th June. 
Aardman Animations sponsored The 
Golden Gromit for best individual 
score and Bob Baker who is co-writer of 
the Wallis and Gromit scripts came 
along in the evening to do the 
presentations for us. ( see photo ). 
Berkeley Vale motors made the day 
really exciting by sponsoring a car for a 
hole-in -one, Unfortunately nobody 
won it but there were a few close shaves. 
In the evening we had a
very exciting auction of 3 wonderful 
prizes. The main attraction was a flag 
from the US Masters signed and donated to us by Nick Faldo, which raised a magnificent 
£260! Thanks must go to all our sponsors whose generosity ensured that every penny we 
took that day went to the ACT charity. Everybody who came along had a really 
enjoyable day and it was all incredibly well  organised by Jackie Jackson who had 
thought of everything needed to make our day special. We raised a marvellous 
£2,200...that’s almost half a wall!!

More important meetings

As well as their flying visit to London David and Philip have had meetings with Sth 
Glos Council and Steve Webb MP. The Sth Glos meeting was set up for us by Matthew 
Riddle and lasted one and a half hours  during which David gave his power point 
presentation (he’s becoming an expert at this). Much discussion followed, most of which 
was positive and helpful. John Calway, leader of the council, was particularly interested 
and excited by our project. However he stressed that it is necessary to get Thornbury 
Town Council on our side in order to move forward. He is willing to speak to Shirley 
Holloway. Philip felt that most of those present were on our side which is good but we 
really need them to act!
The meeting with Steve Webb was much shorter and concentrated more on our search 
for a site and the impasse between the Armstrong Hall Management Committee and 
ACT and the history behind our attempts to work together. Steve listened carefully and 
took a great interest and asked some pertinent questions. He said he would find an 
opportunity to try to find out about AHMC position on ACT and our project and then 
speak to Philip again.

We know from our visits to other theatres, like Studio 8 in Pershore that getting a 
project like this going  is never easy and there are always hurdles to overcome. The 
people of Pershore did exactly what we are trying to do and their message to us was 
‘Never give up’. If you have anything to say on the subject we’d love to hear your 
views.



Forthcoming Events

July 19  Instant Wit Comedy
  Improvisation - 
  Turnberries.

Sept 7 Summer Swings 
  in the Chantry Garden 

October Event to be announced

Dec 13 Carols around the
  Christmas Tree - St
  Mary’s Centre.

For more information about any of 
these events, look on our website 
actthornbury.org.uk or e-mail 
jendennis@blueyonder.co.uk

In April we had a very special evening when David 
Shaw, musical director at St Mary’s Church in 
Olveston gave an organ recital on our behalf. The 
church was packed to the gunnels and all agreed that it 
was a night to remember. As well as playing a very 
diverse selection of music, David kept us all highly 
amused with his commentary on each of the composers 
and their lives. The Olveston Church choir delighted us 
with a couple of spirituals sung unaccompanied. The 
harmonies were beautiful and we think they should 
enter the Choir of the Year competition! David is a 
great supporter of ACT and very generously did this 
recital for us as a contribution to our funds. We raised 
over £800 whilst enjoying a really splendid evening.

We would like to congratulate Catherine Johnson on the recent release of Mamma Mia, 
the movie. Catherine, a local girl and writer of Mamma Mia, has been a great supporter of 
ours since the launch in May last year. You may remember her switching on the Christmas 
lights. If the film is half as good as the stage show it can’t fail to be a huge success.    

Looking forward to 2009

I wonder how many of you remember 
Plays 2000. This huge project was staged 
by Barbie Davis  in millenium year and 
was a huge success for Thornbury, uniting 
the town in an unprecedented way. We are 
delighted to announce that Barbie is going 
to do another community play in 2009. 
The play is called The Wigan Girls and it 
recounts the battle that the pithead girls 
had to be able to wear trousers to go down 
the mines, challenging Victorian values.  It 
was originally written as a 6th form 
production and then Barbie and another 
local lass, Janet Halfyard, expanded it and 
added the music. The play incorporates a 
fairground scene and a pit disaster and 
lots of northern humour so there really is 
something for everyone. Barbie will be 
looking for a cast of thousands aged from 
5 to 95 so if you want to be involved in 
something momentous, put July 1-3 2009 
in your diary.



Would you like to organise a fundraiser for ACT? 
Do you have any ideas for fundraisers?

 These fundraisers need not be huge complicated affairs. How about 
hosting a coffee morning or running a book exchange or a frock 
exchange. Maybe you would like to offer to help at our regular fund 
raisers. Don’t be shy. We won’t turn anybody away and we’re very 
friendly. We need cake makers, sandwich cutters, ticket sellers, 
artists, washer uppers, minute takers and lots lots more. If you are 
passionate about our cause and would like to help we’d love to hear 

from you.

Phone Philip Darley -  01454 416291 or Jenny Dennis - 01454 417038

A summary

The last few months have been really busy times for the Business Group 
and The Community Group. Our feasibility study and business plan are 
well under way and more importantly the people and businesses of 
Thornbury and surrounding areas are becoming more and more aware of 
ACT and it’s project. We have raised over £20,000 in the last year since we 
started our monthly fund raisers thanks to the generosity of local 
businesses who have willingly sponsored us and also to you who have 
supported us by turning up at the events. Please keep it up! We have a 
huge task ahead of us and when we finally get a site the fund raising will 
go national and the nervous breakdowns will kick in!

..and remember
    You know you work in Community Theatre if................          
.............your living room sofa spends more time on stage than you do!

Saturday 19th July at 8pm

Tickets: £10
Friends of ACT (FACTS): £9

At Turnberries

- Arts & Community in Thornbury

(Quick fire comedy improvisation)

Sponsored by Bond’s of Thornbury
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